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SENATOR WARNER: Inqu ire whether or not, there isn't any
question that the amendment is germane to the bill, but I don' t
see how it can be germane to the committee amendment.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Ok ay , any discussion on the germaneness?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr. President, the committee amendments, as
I understand them, change the way in which the commissioner will
have the opportunity to adjust the rates. My amendment is
deal in g wi t h t h e s t r i k i n g of that particular l anguage i n
providing the commissioner that authority. I can l i v e wi t h i t
or whatever decision you want to make. But I wanted to offer

h is p o l i cy d ec i s i on sh i f t t o t he b ody . I t is a mat ter o f
votes, if you want to get down to it. But I wi l l l i v e wi t h
whatever the Chair decides to dn. But I do think it does
address the tax commissioner's authority, and that i s the
provision that I'm most interested in.

SENATOR CARSTEN: On the germaneness issue, Senator Johnson, did
you wish to speak to the germaneness issue'?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Yes, Senator Carsten , I d o . I have
absolu t e l y no ob j ec t i on or reservation about Senator Johnson's
amendment. It certainly ought to be discussed. I t c l e a r l y i s
germane to the bill. It truly is not relevant to the committee
amendments because the committee amendments deal with some
technicalities regarding commissioner public hearing, e t c e t e r a .
But they don't deal w ith the issue that Senator Johnson does
raise. Perfectly appropriate amendment. It should be of fered
to the bill, though, and not to the committee amendments.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Any other discussion on the committee.. .o r t h e
germaneness of t h e John son amendment to th e co mmittee
amendments? If not, it is going to be the decision of the Chai"
that the Rod Johnson amendment to the committee amendments is
not germane, but they are germane to the bill. T hat woul d b e my
decision, I believe, at this point. Senator . ' 'od J o hnson .

SENATOR R . JOH NSON: Mr. President, I wil l n ot oppose t h e
Chair ' s d ec i s i on . I will simply offer the a mendment at t h e
appropriate time.

SENATOR CARSTEN: I think that would be appropriate, Senator
Johnson, and appreciate your cooperation. Now we' re back o n t h e

Senator Ro d J o h n son .
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